
MEMBERS of the
Barbados Hotel and
Tourism Association
(BHTA) recently re-
turned from a success-
ful showing at IMEX
2017, America’s largest
worldwide exhibition
for incentive, travel,
meetings and events.

The Barbados contin-
gent, which included
BHTA member hoteliers
and destination manage-

ment companies and
Barbados Tourism
Marketing Inc. (BTMI)
representatives, was well
received at the three-day
event in Las Vegas, which
attracted over 12 000 ex-
hibitors, hosted buyers
and attendees.

Chairman of the BHTA
Meetings, Incentives,
Conferences and Events
(MICE) Product Club,
Helen Schur Parris, also

attended and said, “We
were really satisfied with
the quality of the IMEX
buyers at this year’s show
and have received strong
prospects for both short
and long-term group 
business.

“The overall interest in
Barbados was strong prior
to the event with a num-
ber of pre-scheduled client
meetings for all partici-
pants and also during the
event at the Barbados
booth. We also had group
meetings which generated
a number of buyers, as
well as individual meet-
ings which produced
many group leads for the
partners in attendance.”

Schur Parris added that
it was clear that the MICE
Market Segment has been
revitalised, “Companies
are more comfortable in
the global economic envi-
ronment and as such, are
looking for opportunities
to motivate their teams
and customers.The future
is indeed looking bright
from this market segment,
with a strong return on in-
vestment.”

The BHTA’s MICE
Product Club was re-
launched this month with
the mandate to drive ini-
tiatives that will assist in

the growth, development
and marketing of this 
key niche market for the
island. Participation at
IMEX was one of the first
activities undertaken by
the Club, with plans to 
attend similar events in
the future, among other
activities.

IMEX Group Chairman,
Ray Bloom said:“This has
been a week when the pos-
itive outlook of everyone
has ensured that doing
business, planning meet-
ings and events, continues
to be a powerful way to 
regenerate and drive
economies forward.”

With more than 70 000
appointments made, in-
cluding 60 000 individual
appointments and booth
presentations,Bloom said:
“For exhibitors and buy-
ers this simply means that
we’ve created more oppor-
tunities than ever to do
business.”

IMEX America hosts
the largest trade show and
hosted buyer programme
in the United States for
the meeting, event and 
incentive travel industry.
IMEX America delivers
cutting-edge education,
incredible networking and
business opportunities
during the event.
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Another successful IMEX America
for BHTA members and Barbados

Barbados was well represented at IMEX America by
BHTA member hoteliers and destination manage-
ment companies and Barbados Tourism Marketing
Inc. (BTMI) representatives.

BHTA members promoting the island at this year’s
IMEX America held in Las Vegas recently.


