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MOUNT GAY Distilleries is 
continuing their commitment to 
‘Giving Forward’ with a charity 
fundraising event in aid of the 
Substance Abuse Foundation. 

The event, From Inside The 
Circle, is scheduled for August 
11 at 7 p.m. and will be held at 
Mount Gay’s headquarters on the 
Spring Garden Highway. 

It begins with a songwriter’s 
circle with cultural ambassador 
Anthony Gabby Carter, legend 
entertainer of Merrymen fame 
Emile Straker and singer Indra. 
It will be followed by performances 
by Lennox and Krisirie and 
a cocktail reception. 

The artistes performing 
will also receive regional and 
international exposure as 
the event is being filmed by 
a Canadian-based television 
production company for inclusion 
in a new television series for 
broadcast by Flow TV channels 
in the Caribbean.

Managing director at Mount Gay, 
Raphael Grisoni, said the company was 
excited to be involved in the event. 

 “This is twofold for us. First, as part 
of our corporate social responsibility 
campaign, we are always looking for 
new and innovative ways to spread 
the word and keep our Pace Yourself 
campaign going strong. So we are 
more than happy to be able to donate 
the proceeds from this event to the 
Substance Abuse Foundation and 
partner with them in getting this 
important message out to the public,” 
he said. 

Grisoni said his company was always 
happy to provide a platform for local 
entertainers to showcase 
their talent. 

“Second, we have a very 
close relationship with the 
entertainment industry 
and are pleased that we 
can provide the platform 

for local artistes to benefit from 
additional exposure in the region as 
they showcase the high level of talent 
that exists here on the island,” 
he added. 

Chief executive officer of the 
Substance Abuse Foundation, Marietta 
Carrington, said she was grateful her 
foundation was the beneficiary of the 
proceeds from the concert which 
will go to renewable energy initiative 
that funds rehabilitation and 
educational programmes. 

Carrington added that they were 
also grateful to be playing an evolving 
role with Mount Gay in reinforcing the 
message about responsible drinking. 
(DB)

Mount Gay giving 
forward with 
charity concert

The Gymnasium of 
the Garfield Sobers 
Sports Complex is 
the people’s “pic”.

This year, the 
National Cultural 
Foundation (NCF) 
returned the 
Courtesy Mount 
Gay Pic-O-De-Crop 
semi-finals to the 
popular venue.

For the past couple 
of years, the building 
was unavailable due 
to repairs and the 
event was held at 
Kensington Oval.

The NCF said on 
Thursday it was a 
return home.

“The Garfield 
Sobers Gymnasium 
was closed for 
renovations during 
the 2017 Crop 
Over season and 
we would have used 
what was billed 
the Kensington 
Oval amphitheatre 
as an alternative 
venue to host the 
Courtesy Mount 
Gay Pic-O-De-Crop 
semi-finals and the 
Scotiabank Junior 
Calypso Monarch 
Finals. However, 
with the reopening, 
we made the decision 
to return to the 
Garfield Sobers 
Gymnasium this 
year,” said corporate 
communications 
specialist Simone 
Codrington. 

Last week Friday 
night, the NATION 
polled a few calypso 
lovers, who all said 
the Gymnasium was 
the perfect spot for 

the semis.

Faith Murrell: 
I love the 

atmosphere and I 
enjoy the show. It is 
relaxing in here and 
I like how the crowd 
reacts. 

Janelle King:
I always loved this 

venue.  I love the 
atmosphere over that 
of The Oval, but I 
am here to support 
my favourites 
Jude Clarke and 
Billboard.

Allan:
“It is good to be 

back at the Gym. 
We are accustomed 
to getting the semis 
here and the finals at 
either the National 
Stadium or The 
Oval, so it is good to 
be back here. If they 
had to move it I will 
still support, as my 
support is not based 
on the venue but the 
art form.

Karl Smith:
I prefer the Gym. 

The size crowd 
that attends the 
semi-finals is more 
suitable for an 
intimate venue like 
the Gymnasium. 

Orlaine Benn:
The atmosphere 

here is the best place 
for the semis. I prefer 
here. I go every year 
and The Oval is too 
open, especially for 
this competition. 
(NS)

Chief executive officer of the Substance 
Abuse Foundation, Marietta Carrington, 
thanking Mount Gay for their innovativeness. 
(Picture by Jameel Springer.)
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