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In October 2016 Digicel introduced 
its LTE to Barbados, a key pillar 
of its Digicel 2030 commitment to 
“delivering an amazing network 
experience for customers”. 

Now, the company, through its 
partnership with its technology 
partner ZTE, has seen a robust 
expanded LTE deployment plan 
for upgraded sites throughout 
Barbados.

To date the LTE expansion has 
reached more than 90 per cent 
completion, with full works expected 
to have been finished by April 30.

Digicel Barbados Chief Executive 
Officer Alex Tasker said: “When we 
started the LTE journey we knew 
it would make a difference to the 
lives of our customers as a tool to 
further economic empowerment 
and open new possibilities for those 
in communities that are under-
served. “We know there has been 
delays along the way but we want 
our customers to know that the 
expanded LTE is worth the wait for 
the amazing network experience 
that is coming their way soon.”

Additionally, the company has 
added new sites to boost coverage 
at Apes Hill (St James), Gun Hill 
(St George), Breedy Land (Christ 
Church), Broadly (St John), and 
Waterford (St Michael). The next 
step before the LTE service becomes 
available is network.  

Digicel’s expanded LTE will keep 
Barbados at the forefront of cutting 
edge technology. The LTE expansion 
is also accompanied by general 
network upgrades and with that 
customers will enjoy improved call 
connectivity and speech quality 
performance. (PR)
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Developing and integrating a robust enterprise risk 
management (ERM) framework will lead to cost 
savings, more efficient allocation of resources and 

reduction in reputation risk exposures.
Bruce Scott, risk assurance leader for 

PricewaterwhouseCoopers (PwC) in the Caribbean said: 
“Companies that equip their line managers and staff with 
the tools and techniques to identify, assess and respond to 
risks in a proactive manner, will have a competitive edge.”

Scott was speaking recently at a Professional Ethics and 
Risk Management conference hosted by The Bahamas 
Institute of Chartered Accountants. The objective of the 
conference was to improve the risk management capabilities 
of participants.

“We know that major risk exposures are rarely  
confined to discrete areas in an organisation, but  
rather, can have a domino effect across the organisation.  
It is for this reason that PwC has developed a holistic 
approach to risk management to help protect businesses, 
facilitating strategic decision-making and enhancing 
efficiency,” he said.

“Our teams have extensive experience having already 
worked with public and private sector clients of all sizes to 
understand and address an extensive range of strategic and 
operational risks”. (PR)
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Bruce Scott addressing participants at 
the recent seminar in The Bahamas. (GP)

The Business & 
Professional Women’s Club 
of Barbados (BPW) would 
like to offer women who are 
victims of domestic violence, 
transitional housing after 
they have left the club’s safe 
shelter, says Nicole Alleyne-
Phillips-Ayikpa, president 
of the organisation. 

But Alleyne-Phillips-
Ayikpa pointed out that 
“despite the economic 
challenges and reduced 
subvention from 
Government, generous 
donations by organisations 
who recognise the work  
and commitment of BPW 
has ensured that we keep 
our doors open to facilitate 
the much-needed services 
for our clients”. 

She said that funding, 
as well as finding an 
appropriate place given the 
small size of Barbados,  
to site a transitional home 
for battered women, was 
some of the challenges  
they faced.

From its inception in 
1998, 1 600 women, many 
accompanied by their 
children have sought refuge 
at the BPW’s safe house.

Due to a lack of space and 

a transitional home, some 
women ended up returning 
to their former abusive 
domestic situations.

She explained that the 
safe house and crisis 
intervention services 
are also extended to 
those affected by human 
trafficking and other 
forms of gender-based 
violence. They are also 

offered several wrap- 
around services including 
counselling.

The president outlined the 
BPW’s efforts at promoting 
the development of women 
when she met with 
Donna Wellington, CIBC 
FirstCaribbean’s managing 
director for Barbados, at the 
bank’s Warrens St Michael 
headquarters, where 

she was presented with 
supplies for the shelter.

Wellington explained  
that the bank’s employees 
looked for an opportunity 
where the staff, individually 
yet as a group, could 
actively make a difference 
in the lives of women. 

She said that the bank’s 
staff was also mindful of 
the devastating effects 
which domestic violence 
had on women and children 
and the overall impact on 
the society. Therefore, based 
on these factors, it was 
decided to have a two-week 
collection drive starting on 
International Women’s 
Day.

Alleyne-Phillips-Ayikpa 
expressed gratitude to  
the bank’s staff for 
volunteering its help and 
for coming up with the  
idea of collecting toiletries  
and general supplies for  
the women. 

Wellington said the 
willingness with which  
the bank’s staff supported 
the idea demonstrated not 
only an overall commitment 
to helping others but 
empathy with people 
affected by violence. (PR) 
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Business & Professional Women’s Club of 
Barbados President Nicole Alleyne-Phillips-
Ayikpa (left) at the recent presentation with 
CIBC FirstCaribbean’s managing director for 
Barbados Donna Wellington. (GP)

alh
ar

t@
alh

ar
tp

r.c
om

@
nat

io
nnew

s.c
om





