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If you want to have a blessed and 
productive life, obey your parents, 
whether they are rich or poor.

This is the message which Carmen 
Holder has for the younger generation, 
as she enters the ninth decade of her 
life. The Christ Church resident feels 
that some young people are quite 
stubborn and this has been the root of 
some of their problems.

She also believes young people must 
include working hard among their 
guiding principles. “Work hard, make 
your money legally and use it wisely,” 
she said.

Her comments were expected as she 
understands the importance of saving 
and has been a customer of the Oistins 
Branch of CIBC FirstCaribbean 
International Bank for 25 years.

It was, therefore, a fitting surprise 
when the branch’s employees led by 
branch manager Colleen Webster 
visited Holder recently as she 
celebrated her 90th birthday. 

Webster described Holder as one 
of the bank’s valued clients who 
regularly visited the branch.

“We felt that reaching the golden age 
of 90 was a significant achievement 
and wanted to show our appreciation 
to her in a special way. The staff, 
therefore, decided that we would 
spend some quality time with her in a 
less formal setting than the bank and 
we paid a visit to her home,” she said.

The bank staff presented Holder 
with a fruit basket and floral 
arrangement and spent time 
interacting with her.

Holder’s celebration continued 
a few days later when friends and 
neighbours joined her daughter, 
grandson and other relatives to “throw 
a little party” in her honour.

The sprightly nonagenarian said she 
had a productive life which started 
when she did a little dressmaking 
along with being a homemaker before 
embarking on a career in the hotel 
industry.

In the latter role, she worked at 
Sandy Lane Hotel in the 1960s and 
later at Glitter Bay. (PR)
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CIBC FirstCaribbean’s Oistins branch staff making a toast to Carmen Holder (centre). (GP)

To express his gratitude for the 
honour of the Order of Jamaica, 
Digicel Group chairman and 
founder Denis O’Brien and his 
family completed the renovation 
of three schools – Tivoli Gardens 
High School (TGHS) and St 
Michael’s Primary School in 
Kingston and Maud McLeod High 
School in Westmoreland.

Last week, students, teachers 
and members of the community 
gathered at the Tivoli Gardens 
High School to celebrate the 
renovation.

“It’s a real pleasure to have 
been able to work with you to 

help provide you with a safe and 
positive environment where you 
can learn, flourish and grow, 
because there really is no more 
important time in your life than 
right now,” O’Brien said.

He added: “The work you put 
in here at your school, the effort 
you make, the way you conduct 
yourselves, what you take and 
learn from others, the friendships 
you forge – all of those things will 
set you on a path to your future 
. . . . a future I wish for you to 
be bright and full of hope and 
promise. I encourage you to grasp 
each and every opportunity to 

learn, grow and develop.”
In an inspirational message to 

students, Digicel’s Chief Speed 
Officer Usain Bolt said: “Anything 
is possible. Don’t think limits. One 
thing I’ve learnt is, if you want 
to be great, you have to work and 
push yourself, it never comes easy. 
I never thought I would be the 
world’s fastest man.”

The improvements to 
infrastructure as well as 
investments in educational 
resources will result in a more 
comfortable and secure learning 
environment for the students to 
realise their full potential. (PR)

Digi helps repair JA schools

Digicel’s chairman and founder Denis 
O’Brien (right) with Digicel’s Chief Speed 
Officer Usain Bolt. (GP)

Barbados Port Inc. 
(BPI) recently 
welcomed the 

signature-class cruise 
ship for Holland America 
Line, MS Eurodam, 
as the vessel made its 
inaugural call to the Port 
of Bridgetown.

The 14-deck cruise liner, 
which first set sail in July 
2008, is owned by Carnival 
Corporation & PLC. In 
July 2017, Oprah Winfrey 
launched the inaugural 
Share The Adventure 
Cruise aboard MS 
Eurodam, which is an 
exclusive partnership 
between Holland America 
Line and O the Oprah 
Magazine.

During a special 
inaugural ceremony and 
plaque exchange in the 
captain’s corner, Barbados 
Tourism Marketing Inc. 
(BTMI) chairman Alvin 
Jemmott welcomed the 
captain and crew. The 
BTMI chairman, as he 
lauded Barbados’ inclusion 
on their cruise itinerary, 

said he was honoured to 
participate in this event. 

“It is certainly a pleasure 
to see this vessel visit 
Barbados. The greatest 

distance in the world 
starts with a first step, so 
we hope that this maiden 
voyage will inspire several 
other visits to our country. 

We know you are an 
expanding fleet; with  
your newest ship coming 
out in December, it is  
our hope that she will visit 
us as well,” Jemmott said.

Captain Eric Barhorst 
said he was extremely 
happy to be in Barbados, 
and thanked the members 
of BPI for their hospitality, 
before presenting a glass 
plaque to Jemmott. 

“This year will mark 
145 years of service for 
Holland America Line.  
We were originally a 
shipping and passenger 
line, but after a decline 
of the ocean liners, cruise 
has become our focus,” 
Barhorst said.

“Since then we have 
been visiting the beautiful 
islands in the Caribbean 
including Barbados, 
and I hope that we have 
many more calls here 
in the future. The first 
impression always counts 
and we are pleased with 
the welcome we have 
received.” (PR)

Port welcomes 
new cruise ship

Captain Eric Barhorst (left) presenting  
Barbados Port Inc. CEO David Jean-Marie  
with a token of appreciation. (GP)

alh
ar

t@
alh

ar
tp

r.c
om

@
nat

io
nnew

s.c
om





