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CHAIRMAN OF THE Barbados Tourism Investment 
Inc. (BTII), Roseanne Myers, is urging more players  
in the industry to stand up and voice their opinions. 

Myers, a recent chairman of the Barbados Hotel 
& Tourism Association (BHTA), said too often people 
stayed in the background and complained rather 
than offering solutions to issues.

“This is my final plea for persons to get involved . 
. . . We really implore you, do not sit on the sidelines 
and complain about what somebody else should be 
doing for you. Jump in the middle, make your voice 
heard, make your opinions heard and step forward,” 
she said. 

She was speaking on Saturday night during the 
BHTA’s annual Tourism Awards and cocktail 
reception at Sandals Royal in Dover, Christ Church. 
The event was also attended by Minister of Tourism 
Kerrie Symmonds, BHTA chief executive officer 
Rudy Grant and new chairman Stephen Austin. 

“Too many times, we have meetings and after the 
sessions, people want to whisper and tell you all 
of the phenomenal information they have in their 
head, and I’m saying to myself smiling, ‘Just shut 

up, you’ve had your chance’. Because you’ve 
wasted a lot of people’s energies who are  
doing things and are looking for your input,” 
Myers added. 

This year, 21 awards were given out to hotels, 
suppliers and the individuals who work across 
various sectors in the industry. 

Long-time Foster & Ince driver Hampden 
Clarke received one of two Lifetime 
Achievement Awards. He made headlines 
in May after averting a disaster and saving 
the lives of 33 tourists at Cleavers Hill, St 
Joseph, when the brakes failed on the bus 
he was driving as it descended the hill. 

Bradley Broomes, who saved a couple  
from rough seas, was given the other. 

Director of Hotel Food Supplies, Anthony 
Pickering, and chairman of Coral Reef Club, 
Cynthia O’hara, both received Lifetime 
Achievement Awards. 

This year two new awards were introduced 
– Best Online Brand Engagement and 
Agricultural Linkage – which went to Sugar Bay 
and Cobblers Cove, respectively. (TG) 

FOSTER & INCE driver Hampden Clarke 
(left) received his Bravery Award  
from Jamal Griffith of Bougainvillea. 

DWIGHT 
TAYLOR 
(right) 
presented 
Bradley 
Broomes 
with one of 
the Bravery 
Awards. 
(Pictures by 
Lennox Devonish.)

A SMILING MINISTER of Tourism 
Kerrie Symmonds (right) presents an 
appreciative Coral Reef chairman 
Cynthia O’Hara (left) with her 
Lifetime Achievement Award, as 
BTII chairman Roseanne Myers 
looks on.

DIRECTOR of Hotel Food Supplies Anthony Pickering 
with his Lifetime Achievement Award. 

DIRECTOR of Hotel Food Supplies, Anthony 
Pickering, is appealing to Government  
to relieve businesses in the industry of paying 
massive duties. 

He made the appeal on Saturday at 
Sandals Royals after he received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award during the Barbados Hotel 
& Tourism Association’s (BHTA) award ceremony 
& cocktail reception. 

Pickering said the industry could no longer 
afford to pay between 160 and 184 per cent duty 
on certain items.

“I will plead with you to look at it again,”  

he said in the presence of Minister of Tourism  
Kerrie Symmonds. 

In a follow-up interview with the media, 
Pickering reasoned that because there was  
so much competition in the industry, a level 
playing field was necessary. 

“One person can’t be paying zero per cent, 
especially a place like Sandals  and then 
restaurants pay 184 per cent on certain 
commodity items. Forty per cent is probably the 
lowest on other items, so there needs to be some 
balance. They all bring foreign exchange but there 
must be a way to keep more foreign exchange 

here,” he added.
Back in 2013, Sandals received a slew of 

concessions and, since then, the topic continues  
to be debated in the industry. 

Pickering said the 184 per cent was  
paid on pig products like bacon and some  
poultry items.

 “I’m not saying you’re not supposed to have 
some protection for the farmers, but not 184 per 
cent, but give them 20 or 40 per cent. But 184 
per cent is really ridiculous at this stage when 
competition is so fierce.”  
(TG) 

Myers:
Let your 
voice be
heard 

Pickering appeals for duty relief
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