
6. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2018. DAILY NATION.

 News

www.webarbados.com
info@webarbados.com

BARBADOS IS HOLDING ITS OWN 
attracting high-end visitors who can 
afford to spend millions for luxury 
accommodation.

However, work needs to be done  
to attract more guests to apartments 
and smaller hotels.

Chief executive officer (CEO) at 
the Barbados Hotel and Tourism 
Association (BHTA), Senator Rudy 
Grant, provided this assessment 
at Tamarind Cove, Payne’s Bay, 
St James, ,during the signing of 
a memorandum of understanding 
between the BHTA and Bitt Inc.  
last Friday. 

He said they were now compiling 
numbers for November, but based on 
October, they were optimistic. 

“That information showed that 
at the luxury side of our market we 
are holding our own, with a little 

softening with the B Class 
and apartments, but we are not 
expecting any fall-off. The expectation 
is that we will be able to continue to 
hold our own at the level of the luxury 
market,” Grant explained. 

He said more information about the 
performance of the season would be 
announced tomorrow when the BHTA 
holds its quarterly general meeting 
at the Lloyd Erskine Sandiford 
Centre. 

It was the BHTA’s hope that these 
visitors use the mMoney app and 
further push the industry. 

BHTA chairman Stephen Austin, 
Bitt’s CEO Senator Rawdon Adams 
and chief economist Marla Dukharan 
also attended the signing.

Both Austin and Adams said 
introducing visitors to Bitt’s digital 
payment app mMoney was a step  
in the right direction.

“We will do all that is possible to 
ensure projects and programmes are 
developed to the benefit of all our 
members. We believe the Bitt  
model will assist the development  
of tourism and Brand Barbados,” 
Austin said.

Adams went a step further and 
said the app would allow for greater 
data collection which would in turn 

improve forecasting.
“With the use of mMoney, it’s 

possible to anticipate changes in  
their tastes and maybe even before 
they do. It helps us craft efficient 
marketing campaigns, and allows 
good return on investment. It’s very 
exciting to us to work in a sector that 
is so important to the country,”  
he added. (TG)

Luxury 
market 
‘in good 
shape’

FROM LEFT, BHTA chairman Stephen Austin, Bitt CEO Senator Rawdon 
Adams, CEO of the BHTA, Rudy Grant, and chief economist Marla Dukharan  
in discussion after the signing. (Picture by Tre Greaves.)

RUSSIA AND BARBADOS are 
seeking to deepen their relations.

This was brought out recently 
when Ambassador of the Russian 
Federation to Barbados, Alexander 
Kurmaz, and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Foreign Trade, Senator 
Jerome Walcott, met during a 
courtesy call at Culloden Road,  
St Michael. 

The ambassador, who is non-
resident and based in Georgetown, 
Guyana, has responsibility for 
Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Jamaica and Grenada. He said he 
would very much like to have a 

permanent mission here in Barbados 
to deal with the four states.

“I hope that we have more 
engagement and productive 
relations. It is necessary to enhance 
our presence . . . . It will help the 
interactions bilaterally. Generally, 
the relations are good, but they are 
too narrow.”

Walcott agreed with the need to 
strengthen ties with the Russians, 
having established relations  
over 25 years ago.

“We have to do more trade. 
Certainly, Barbados will have to,”  
he said. (BGIS)

Russia, Barbados  
to boost relations
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