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Tourism

While the early indications are that our 
economy is showing some signs of recovery, 
I still believe our most potentially 

challenging obstacle remains the inability of effective 
implementation.  

In theory, it may be great to have large boards 
considering all sorts of possible ways to improve how 
we do business, in tourism or any other sector, but 
unless these groups are focused and efficaciously 
implement the solutions discussed, it results in very 
little improvement.

I can graphically recall some of the first boards that 
I sat on and hearing the often repeated comments of, 
why are we discussing the same things that we did 
20 years ago? Let us not go down that route again.

Consequentially, from a lifetime involved in 
tourism, it is also very easy to get branded as a lone 
wolf or not seriously considered as a team player. In 
reality, very little is achieved by individuals and we 
all need the support and assistance by others who 
usually add a different perspective to objectives.

The balance is to only take on projects that you 
think you can take to a logical and meaningful 
conclusion in a cost-effective way.

Tenacity can be interpreted as high-handedness 
and putting strict time limits on extracting decisions 
from those involved can prove negative, but it’s 
frequently the only way the task in hand can be 
completed.

As we rapidly approach the peak tourism season, 
with perhaps at no period in our recent history, being 
so critical at this time to our financial well-being. My 
sincere hope is that our policymakers will focus and 
aggressively pursue projects that have a realistic 
hope of fruition. 

Those few who have been appointed to the various 
boards and committees have to seriously ask 
themselves, can I make a positive contribution or 
should I step aside and let someone more capable 
take my place?

There also appears to be more than few glaring 
areas from a tourism perspective which need 
immediate attention, including substantial upgrades 
to Oistins, St Lawrence Gap and Bridgetown. The 
price paid for the product by our visitors this winter, 
will in most cases, be higher than they have ever 
been confronted with before, due to the imposition of 
various new taxes.

It therefore, seems unreasonable, that they will not 
in return realistically expect some improvements, 
even in the most basic of provisions like adequate 
and clean lavatory facilities, in what we proudly 
boast is our most visited attraction.

No reasonable person honestly expects Government 
to do everything, so perhaps, corporate Barbados 
can make a greater contribution. Like, I am sure, 
many others much admire the ongoing initiative 
by our indigenous paint company, under a banner 
that preserves heritage to highlight our very special 
architecture. 

What a difference a couple of coats of paint could 
make to so many other neglected and often derelict 
buildings across the island.

 
Email: re-discover@caribsurf.com

Govt 
projects  
to tackle

Sandals Resorts International (SRI) is in 
expansion mode in Barbados.

The company, which has invested more 
than US$370 million in the four years it has 
operated here, recently launched 50 luxury 
suites, bringing the number of rooms and 
suites to 552.

SRI, which operates the adjacent  
Sandals Barbados and Sandals Royal 
properties in Christ Church, said it had 
already positioned itself as the largest 
operating resort here.

In addition to the investment it has  
already made, the company chaired  
by Jamaican business magnate Gordon  
“Butch” Stewart is scheduled to break  
ground early next year on the US$400  
million Beaches family resort in Heywoods,  
St Peter.

That property will have 532 keys including 
several two, three and four bedrooms suites, 
which will add more than 600 high-end rooms 
to the island’s stock.

SRI officials said the new Beaches Resort 
would position Barbados as one of the  
world’s most sought after destinations for 

family vacations.
They also pointed out the resort “will hold 

1850 people to capacity, which will have a 
significant impact on airlift and flights into 
Barbados from North America, Europe and 
South America, and will provide additional 
employment for some 1 000 highly trained 
Barbadians”.

Commenting on his company’s investments 
here, Stewart said: “This is a great country 
with wonderful people. We have achieved 
growth and expansion at an unprecedented 
pace.

“This has been for us a most enjoyable 
experience and we are proud to join the  
hard working hotel community that has been 
on the front line for so many years taking 
Barbados to world and driving the services 
that the country has to offer.”

 “It demonstrates what great things can be 
achieved when all parties work together  
as a team, with mutual respect, toward a 
common goal.”

Stewart also lauded the support and 
contribution Sandals has received from 
Barbadians. (SC/PR)

Sandals adds 
50 luxury suites

Prime Minister Mia 
Mottley (left) 
chatting with 
Sandals chairman 
Gordon “Butch” 
Stewart during a 
recent site visit  
at Heywood’s, 
St Peter. 
(Picture by Sandy Pitt.)

The Barbados-based 
Caribbean Tourism 
Organisation (CTO) will 
soon publish a disaster risk 
management guide for the 
region’s tourism sector as 
part of its objective to foster 
a culture of preparedness in 
destination management.

The publication, which 
targets tourism businesses 
and policymakers, will help 
guide the tourism sector’s 
preparedness, response and 
recovery from the multiplicity 
of hazards that impact  
and/or potentially threaten  
the region.

The manual will provide 
guidelines for climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, 
showcase regional and 

international best practices 
in comprehensive disaster 
management, and present 
strategies for effective 
response protocols before, 
during and after a disaster.

“The current and future 
impacts of climate variability 
and climate change which 
includes an increase in the 
frequency and severity of 
extreme weather events, 
such as hurricanes, flood and 
droughts, among others, make 
it imperative that countries, 
particularly the regional 
tourism sector, be equipped 
to adequately prepare for, 
respond to and recover from 
climate related hazards,” 
said Amanda Charles, the 
CTO’s sustainable tourism 

development specialist.
The handbook, which is 

expected to be finalised next 
month and launched early 
2019, is one component 
of the ongoing project, 
Supporting a Climate Smart 
and Sustainable Caribbean 
Tourism Industry (CSSCTI).

CSSCTI includes a series 
of training workshops in 
disaster risk management 
and climate resilience, aimed 
as sharing knowledge and 
best practices on strategies 
related to climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, 
as well as identifying sound 
DRM approaches, to enhance 
tourism sector preparedness, 
response and resilience to 
climate-related hazards.(PR)
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