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Sandals Resort is hoping 
to bank on Barbados’, 
and specifically 
Speightstown’s history, 
to add value to its hotel 
chain when construction 
of the newest property 
is completed.

The word came from 
director of corporate 
services, Jeremy Jones, 
as he addresed a small 
gathering Tuesday night 
at the final town hall 
meeting for 2018 at  
St Peter Parish Church. 

The $800 million 
project is scheduled to 
begin early next year.

Jones’ comments 

came after a member 
of the Heywoods Park 
community group, 
Inez Mascoll, implored 
the new owners of the 
former Almond Beach 
Resort to maintain one 
of the tamarind trees on 
the site because of its 
historical significance.

Recounting a story 
passed down to her, 
Mascoll said that many 
years ago an innocent 
slave who was accused 
of a crime was hanged 
on the tree. It was  
said that the following 
year, when a tamarind 
from the same tree  

was opened, the seed 
was shaped like  
a man’s head. 

“So, folklore said his 
spirit remained there,” 
she added.

Jones noted his 
interest in integrating 
such a story and other 
historical elements  
into the hotel’s 
marketing strategy. 

“A lot of our  
resorts have a story  
and folklore relating 
to the site that are 
currently in existence.  
If we can find something 
that is of historical 
significance that we can 

document, we will be 
able to share it.”

Jones also referred 
to the sugar mill on the 
property and said it 
would be restored  
and used as a backdrop 

for weddings.
“We are going to have 

a story behind the sugar 
mill, the importance of 
sugar as an industry in 
the Caribbean and the 
wealth that it created 

for the British empire.  
A story like that will be 
of interest to visitors 
who want to understand 
why it is there and why 
we are celebrating it.  
So, if we can get 
something that is in 
writing based on the 
history, we would 
appreciate that,”  
he added.

This approach will 
also extend to the names 
used by the resort. 

Project manager 
Terence Des Vignes 
said one of the themed 
restaurants would be 
called “Sugar Cane”, 
while the water park 
and entertainment 
area would be named 
“Soup Bowl” to honour 
the famous East Coast 
beach in Bathsheba,  
St Joseph. (SDB Media)

Sandals: 
History
can add
value

Flooding in Speightstown could quite 
possibly become a thing of the past.

Speaking to a handful of residents 
at St Peter Parish Church on Tuesday 
night for the third and final town hall 
meeting this year, project manager 
of Sandals Resort International, 
Terence Des Vignes, gave the 
assurance his company would not 
make the problem worse.

Des Vignes said that Sandals was 
moving to mitigate flooding when it 
constructed the second hotel there.

Construction on the multimillion- 
dollar hotel at Heywoods, St Peter, is 
scheduled to begin in January and 
last for just over two years.

“All the wells are being cleaned, 
but we are also doing four new 
injection wells, of which two will be 
spares. So we do have additional 
wells being drilled,” Des Vignes said.

“We actually have a comprehensive 
drainage plan . . . . We have designed 
the drainage across the road to be 
five cubic metres per second; which is 
more than adequate for all the rains 
that come . . .  We have taken all 
drainage into consideration.”

Residents said that poor drainage 
was one of the reasons the northern 
city had been plagued by flooding for 
many years. 

Less than 50 of them attended the 
meeting, at which they also identified 
beach access, car park space, 
sidewalks and the water supply  
as other concerns. 

Des Vignes also tried to assuage 
their fears that the water supply 
in the area would be affected when 
operations at the lavish property 
begin in earnest.  
(SDB Media)

Resort’s drainage plan 
could end flooding in north

A Speightstown resident 
capturing an image 
of the blueprint 
of the property.

Sandals director of corporate services, Jeremy 
Jones (standing), speaking as project manager 
Terence Des Vignes listens. (Pictures by Reco Moore.)

Owner of 
Fisherman’s 
Pub, Clement 
Armstrong, 
supported 
the project 
but voiced 
concerns 
about beach 
erosion.
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