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Caribbean producers are keen to protect 
the intellectual property associated with 
regional rums.

They met in Barbados 
recently to discuss the  
best way.

The members of the 
West Indies Rum & Spirits 
Producers Association 
(WIRSPA) heard from several 
experts, including Francis 
Fay, head of Geographical 
Indications in the European 
Union Commission, and 
Bernard O’Connor, a well-
respected international 
attorney on intellectual 
property and author on 
geographical indications. 

The half-day panel 
discussion examined the 
establishment of Geographical 
Indications (GIs) for rums 
from individual countries.  
Several in the grouping – 
Barbados, the Dominican 
Republic, Jamaica and 
Guyana – are close to or have 
already established national 
GIs for their products.

Participants also discussed ways to protect 
and advance the reputation of the Authentic 
Caribbean Rums produced by WIRSPA members.

Speaking at a reception and tasting of member 
brands, Komal Samaroo, chairman of the grouping 
and head of the Demerara Distillers conglomerate, 

observed that while the industry was one of the 
oldest in the region, its future potential was 
considerable.

Already the largest agro-based 
export earner after minerals for 
CARICOM/CARIFORUM states, 
it is also its premier export 
product with an international 
reputation for quality. 

Protecting this heritage and 
developing the opportunity, 
said Samaroo, called for careful 
management of the intellectual 
property intrinsic to the value of 
the product.

The panel discussion and 
the view of the international 
experts were that a participatory 
approach based on broad 
consensus was a key factor 
in successfully realising the 
potential of the industry in the 
global market.

Also speaking at the event, 
Minister for Agriculture and 
Food Security Indar A. Weir, 
gave Government’s commitment 
to supporting the industry, to 
achieve its full potential in the 

international market.
The Caribbean is widely regarded as the home 

of rum and where the word “rum” was coined. Its 
countries have long been famed for their products 
and many have historical records showing rum 
being produced here since the 17th century.  
(PR)
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Students of St Paul’s Primary are 
enjoying a greener than usual back-
to-school experience, after their school 
received an environmentally friendly 
sprucing up conducted by staff of 
Republic Bank during the recent 
holiday period.

The clean-up work included restoring 
the school’s vegetable garden including 
top soil refilling, tilling and irrigation, 
landscaping the school grounds, and 
the installation of new chain link 
fencing.

This project continued a Going  
Green initiative by Republic  
Bank’s Health and Safety Committee 
seeking to encourage children to 
develop sustainable living habits, 
and to take better care of their 
environment.

Committee chairman, senior 
manager, administration and 
operations, Michelle Pounder, said it 
was important to assist young people 

in developing positive environmental 
habits from an early age. Pounder  
said St Paul’s was one of the early 
primary school beneficiaries of  
the project.

“We want to work with schools 
like St Paul’s to help students to 
understand the importance of taking 
care of their environment and 
growing their own food. The focus at 
the moment is on encouraging them 
to utilise these green areas again, 

keeping them under production to 
grow vegetables and crops,”  
Pounder said.

St Paul’s is one of the primary 
schools being targeted, and the 
committee previously distributed 
recycling bins, and engaged primary 
schools in the design of the Bank’s 
Going Green Mascot, Captain 
Evergreen, who visits schools to 
promote going green and sustainable 
living. (PR)
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Republic Bank Health and 
Safety Committee chair,  
Michelle Pounder (third from 
left) with other members  
of the Going Green  
clean-up team of 
Republic Bank’s Health 
and Safety Committee 
at St Paul’s Primary. (GP) 

Jean-Yves Charlier, 
who was appointed 
to the Digicel Group 
board in September last 
year, is now also the 
communications and 
entertainment provider’s 
group chief executive 
officer (CEO).

Charlier’s appointment 
came one month after 
the death of former 
Digicel group CEO, 
Alexander Matuschka 
von Greiffenclau.

Commenting on his 
appointment, Jean-Yves, 
said: “I am delighted 
to be leading a strong 
set of communication 
and entertainment 

operations serving 
14 million customers 
across 31 markets and 
to be continuing to work 
closely with the board 
and its chairman, Denis 
O’Brien.

“Over the past few 
years, Digicel has 
continued to innovate 
and make significant 
investments in new 
Internet and media 
services across the 
Caribbean, Central 
America and the Pacific, 
making an indelible 
impact, and I am happy 
to be taking the business 
forward on these strong 
foundations.” (PR)
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