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Public Relations

In 2017, Aldrin Jordan was selling 
newspapers and LPG gas from a shed along 
Thorpes Main Road in St James. Today, 
Jordan is operating what he described as a 

community hardware from a building located 
on the other side  
of the road from his former station.

The move to what now proudly wears the 
signage D Xpress Mart Hardware took place 
last March, and the 12-month experience, 
though with challenges, has encouraged Jordan 
enough to speak with confidence about the 
future of his community hardware store.

Capital to fuel start-ups and expansion  
to micro-businesses like Jordan’s is often  
a big headache since these businesses  
are not sometimes able to meet the criteria  
for securing loans from the commercial 
banking sector. 

Cherry Tree Trust

Fortunately, Jordan was able to secure a loan 
from The Cherry Tree Trust, a charity that 
focuses on financially assisting businesses that 
employ no more than ten people and whose 
turnover or revenue does not exceed $500 000.

Recently, the businessman spoke about 
the importance of this relationship during a 
ceremony at the regional headquarters of CIBC 
FirstCaribbean International Bank, when the 
bank presented the trust with $30 000  
to support the programme.

The bank’s donation is the fourth tranche 
under an initial five-year agreement which will 
see the bank donating $150 000 to the trust.

CIBC FirstCaribbean’s managing director 
of retail and business banking, Mark St Hill, 
said the bank was happy to be involved with 
the trust as it gave the bank the opportunity 
to assist micro-businesses that would not 
normally be financed by the bank in its  
regular commercial setting. (PR)

FCIB helps
feed
micro 
business

NASSCO Ltd struck gold with 
its new Toyota Agya at the 
2019 American Advertising 
Awards (ADDY), recently 
announced by the Caribbean 
Advertising Federation.

The golden award was 
presented for NASSCO’s My 
New Go To Car campaign, 
produced by advertising agency 
Red Advertising & Marketing.

Red’s work for NASSCO also 
earned three silver awards, two 
to the Toyota Rav4 Comfort 
Bed advertising, and one 
more for NASSCO’s Seasonal 
Greetings campaign.

Operations manager Thomas 
Hill said NASSCO was 
delighted with the recognition, 
particularly the gold award for 
the Agya campaign.

“Recognition for a job well 
done is always welcome and 
awards like these are the icing 
on the cake for campaigns 
that have been successful in 

reaching and inspiring our 
customers,” he said.

“We are especially pleased 
with the performance of our 
Agya following its introduction 
in 2018, and a Gold award 
emphasises the quality of both 
the car and the advertising.”

Jevan Jutagir, managing 
director of Red, said: “It is 
an honour and delight to 

continually produce award-
winning work for NASSCO 
and their market leading 
Toyota brand. Red is always 
inspired by the challenge of 
reaching the market with new 
and inspiring creative and the 
new Agya certainly provided 
us with such an opportunity. 
Congratulations to the  
creative team!” (PR)

NASSCO 
lands 
Addy gold

Mount Gay has marked 
its 316th anniversary 
as the world’s oldest 
operating rum 
distillery by showing 
appreciation to its 
valuable staff members, 
clients and customers.

The company 
celebrated in fine style 
with a series of events, 
including visits to 
clients and customers 
at bars and rum shops, 
a staff appreciation 
event and a massive 
product sale for the 
public.

Speaking at the staff 
appreciation, managing 
director Raphael 
Grisoni said that 316 
years was a great 
accomplishment and 
the company wanted  
to say “thank you” to all 
who made it possible.

“The rum shop 
crawl gave us the 
opportunity to meet 
with our customers 
one-on-one to thank 
them for pushing our 
brand and to also get a 
better insight into what 
is happening in the 
trade,” he said.

“The sale at our 
distribution centre was 
our way to say thanks 
and give back to our 
loyal customers and 
clients, by providing 
the opportunity for 
them to purchase their 

favourite products at a 
reduced price.”

Grisoni acknowledged 
the staff ’s contribution 
throughout the years.

 “I want to sincerely 
thank each of you 
for your input and 
commitment. It is 
truly appreciated. 
Three hundred and 
sixteen years are 

significant and cause 
for celebration.  
Each of you has played 
a very important  
role in getting us  
to this milestone  
and we should all be 
very proud.” 

He added: “There is 
a pioneer mindset at 
Mount Gay and we 
intend to keep that 

going. Yes, we are the 
oldest but we do not 
intend to rest on our 
laurels. 

“We intend to 
continue to be 
innovative, engage  
our customers and keep 
our brand visible  
as we look forward  
to celebrating many 
more years.” (PR)

Mount Gay toasts to 316 years

Aldrin Jordan (GP)

Mount Gay managing director Raphael Grisoni (right)  
and staff members sharing the cake at the company’s  
316th anniversary celebration. (GP) 

NASSCO’s operations manager Thomas Hill (left)  
and managing director Roger Hill with Red account 
executive Paula Jackman. (GP) 
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