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At just 34, Trudiann Branker 
has broken the male-dominated 
art of rum blending at Mount 
Gay Rum Distilleries Ltd  
to become the first female 
master blender at the company 
and the only woman in 
Barbados holding that position.

 The wife and mother of two 
daughters ages one and three, 
who joined Mount Gay as a 
quality assurance manager five 
years ago, has tasted her way 
to the top of her career and  
Mount Gay’s managing director 
Raphael Grisoni says the 
company is looking to her for 
innovation, given her penchant 
for research. She too, has  
a vision to continue to create 
premium Mount Gay brands 
with worldwide appeal.

“One of the things that is 
important to me is staying true 
to tradition. I am very much a 
believer in the traditional way 
of making rum from molasses; 
the art of distilling, using the 
traditional barrels,” Branker 
said. But her plans also include 
stepping outside that box.

Mount Gay rum’s 316-year 
history makes it one of the 
world’s oldest rums, winning 
several awards for its fine 
quality blends. 

Branker succeeded master 

blender Allen Smith, who 
recently retired after  
13 years in the position. 

In a farewell message last 
week, he wrote: “For a master 
blender, there is nothing more 
satisfying than to see your 
work perpetuated by somebody 
that you have trained and  
familiarised with the 
techniques and secrets which 
have shaped our (Mount Gay’s) 
success.”

Branker, in turn, 
acknowledged and thanked 
Smith for the tutelage and 
guidance. No one is more 
aware than she that she has 
big shoes to fill, like those of 
another retired master blender, 
Jerry Edwards, whose Mount 
Gay XO blend continues to be 
a favourite rum around the 
world.

“The opportunity to get  
outside the box of our 
traditional range is very 
exciting. We do it currently and 
it is something that is already 
in our portfolio, but now I will 
be able to put my personal 
spin on innovation products,” 
Branker said.

The former Harrisonian 
won a scholarship to Howard 
University where she studied 
biology, but was unsure what 
she wanted to do.

But she soon had offers and 
Continued on next page.

Master 
blender 
of Mount 
Gay rums, 
Trudiann 
Branker at  
Mount Gay 
Distilleries 
at 
Brandons, 
Spring 
Garden. 
(Picture by 
Reco Moore.)

Trudiann  
a master  
at her job
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