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After Hours

The net benefit on average 
of investing in more resilient 
infrastructure in low- and 
middle-income countries would 
be US$4.2 trillion, with US$4 in 
benefit for each US$1 invested, 
according to a new report from 
the World Bank and the Global 
Facility For Disaster Reduction 
And Recovery (GFDRR).

The report, Lifelines: The 
Resilient Infrastructure 
Opportunity, lays out a 
framework for understanding 
infrastructure resilience – the 
ability of infrastructure systems 
to function and meet users’ 
needs during and after a natural 
hazard.

It examines four essential 
infrastructure systems: power, 
water and sanitation, transport, 
and telecommunications. 
Making them more resilient 
is critical, the report finds, not 
only to avoid costly repairs 
but also to minimise the wide-
ranging consequences of natural 
disasters for the livelihoods and 
well-being of people.

Quality of life

Outages or disruptions to 
power, water, communication 
and transport affect the 
productivity of firms, the 
incomes and jobs they provide, 
as well as directly impacting 
people’s quality of life, making it 
impossible for children to go to 
school or study, and contributing 
to the spread of water-borne 
diseases like cholera.  

“Resilient infrastructure is 
not about roads or bridges or 
power plants alone. It is about 
the people, the households and 
the communities for whom 
this quality infrastructure 
is a lifeline to better health, 
better education and better 
livelihoods,” said World Bank 
Group president David Malpass.

“Investing in resilient 
infrastructure is about 
unlocking economic 
opportunities for people. This 
report offers a pathway for 
countries to follow for a safer, 
more secure, inclusive and 
prosperous future for all.”

The report also finds that the 
lack of resilient infrastructure 
harms people and firms more 
than previously understood. 
Natural disasters, for instance, 
cause direct damages to power 
generation and transport 
infrastructure, costing about 
$18 billion a year in low- and 
middle-income countries. (PR)

More 
resilient 
structures 
needed

The CARICOM 
Development Fund 
(CDF) recently 

held its Eighth Meeting 
of Contributors and 
Development Partners 
in Barbados. 

The event at the 
Accra Beach Hotel 
featured an address 
by Prime Minister Mia 
Mottley, who pledged 
Barbados would 
meet its outstanding 
financial commitments 
to the regional entity.

The Barbados-
based CARICOM 
Development Fund 
(CDF) was established 
to provide financial or 
technical assistance 
to disadvantaged 
countries, regions 
and sectors in the 
Community. In this 
capacity, the CDF is 
central to addressing 
the disparities among 
CARICOM member 
states, which may 
result from the 
implementation of 
the CARICOM Single 
Market and Economy 
(CSME).

Mottley urged 
CARICOM member 
states to believe in 
CSME, noting their 
duty was to “carry 
along the least among 
us in the same way  
that we have that duty 
at the national level”. 
(SC)

Tricor Caribbean managing director 
Connie Smith in discussion with outgoing  
CARICOM Development Fund chairman  
Dr Sherwyn Williams.

CARICOM Development Fund CEO Rodinald 
Somer greeting pro-vice chancellor and  
principal of the University of the West Indies 
Cave Hill Campus, Professor Eudine Barriteau.

Prime Minister 
Mia Mottley 
(left) in  
conversation 
with Canadian 
High  
Commissioner 
to Barbados 
Marie Legault.
(Pictures by Reco Moore.)

Barbados’ 
Ambassador 
to CARICOM 
David 
Comissiong 
(left) with 
Director of 
Finance and 
Economic 
Affairs Ian 
Carrington.

Rubbing shoulders  
at CDF meeting
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