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HEALTH

BARBADOS and the 
Eastern Caribbean now 
have a greater capacity 
to treat children 
with specific cancers 
and blood disorders, 
with the return of Dr 
Chantelle Brown-
Farmer to the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital (QEH) 
after a three-year 
fellowship in Canada. 

Browne-Farmer is 
the second paediatric 
hematologist and 
oncologist on the island, 
having completed 
the fellowship with 
the Hospital for Sick 
Children in Ontario, 
made possible through 
a Sandals Foundation 
investment of more than 
US$150 000. 

The Hospital for 
Sick Children, more 
commonly referred to 
as SickKids, is a major 
paediatric teaching 
hospital and the doctor 

said her training will 
help enhance the speed 
of making a diagnosis, 
and initiating treatment 
as well as improve 
consistency in  
managing patients.

“. . . We now have 
two persons in the 
specialty. We also now 
have a better platform 
for advocating for the 
patients we treat at 
the QEH as we have 
enhanced the capacity 
to handle the increasing 
patient load,” said 
Browne-Farmer.

Privilege

She said her overall 
experience was 
transformative.

“It was a privilege to 
experience the practice 
of child and family-
centred care at a world 
renowned institution 
such as the Hospital 

For Sick Children. . . . 
It has changed the way 
that I approach the 
practice of medicine as a 
pediatrician,” she said. 

“Additionally, I was 
able to experience the 
practice of evidence-
based medicine first 
hand from start to 
finish, as I was involved 
in the management 
of patients on clinical 
trials and saw those 
results become standard 
practice. Except 
for Jamaica, this is 
not common in the 
Caribbean because we 
are not frequently part 
of clinical trials.” 

The doctor is hoping 
the research will be a 
bigger part of Barbados’ 
overall practice and 
provide opportunities 
to network with people 
from all over the 
world leading to more 
resources to tap into 
when there are difficult 

cases in Barbados.
Browne-Farmer 

lauded the philanthropic 
arm of Sandals Resorts 
International as having 
the best interest  
of Caribbean people  
at heart.

Worthy cause

“The Foundation 
was critical in terms 
of being able to pursue 
the fellowship. I 
had to be sponsored, 
as the SickKids 
programme requires 
that international 
medical graduates have 
sponsorship because 
these doctors will not be 
funded by the Canadian 
government.

“I am sure that 
Sandals Foundation 
saw that the Sick Kids 
Caribbean initiative was 
pursuing quite a worthy 
cause in terms of trying 

to bring the region as 
close as possible to the 
level of the developed 
world, as it relates 
to dealing with these 
patients,” she said. 

Executive director 
with the Sandals 
Foundation, Heidi 
Clarke, said it remained 

committed to working 
alongside talented 
doctors and nurses,  
as well as hospitals  
in the region in  
an effort to build 
capacity and ensure 
healthier outcomes for  
Caribbean residents.  
(PR)

Paediatric specialist 
hails training stint

DR CHANTELLE BROWNE-FARMER is Barbados’ 
second paediatric hematologist/oncologist 
following a Sandals Foundation-sponsored 
fellowship with the Hospital For Sick Children  
in Canada. (GP)
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