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CHAIRMAN of the 
Barbados Hotel & 
Tourism Association 
(BHTA) Stephen Austin 
wants a specially-
trained Royal Barbados 
Police Force unit set up 
to provide protection for 
visitors  
and locals in known 
tourism haunts.

The hotelier would 
like to see the “special 
tourism police division” 
created jointly with 
members of the 
Barbados Defence 

Force to police those 
troublesome areas that 
remained a source of 
visitor harassment and 
crime, which was a 
lingering problem.

“I suggest that we 
need to pay specific 
attention to the corridor 
of entertainment from 
Oistins, St Lawrence 
Gap, Festive Fridays 
in Bridgetown [Pelican 
Village], and 1st  
and 2nd Streets in  
Holetown and during 
the busiest nights 

of the week, use the 
joint forces to help 
protect those valuable 
entertainment areas,” 
Austin said.

Safety

Speaking at the 
third quarterly general 
meeting of the BHTA 
at Hilton Barbados 
yesterday, he stressed 
that safety and security 
were “core brand 
elements” of the sector.

He argued that 

Barbados had a duty 
to protect and continue 
to support Government 
and the police in 
initiatives which would 
ensure the safety 
and security of the 
thousands of visitors 
coming every year.

Austin pledged the 
BHTA’s continuing 
support for the police 
and announced 
the association, in 
partnership with the 
Tourism Development 
Corporation and other 

stakeholders in  
St Lawrence Gap, had 
recently presented  
police with funds to 
assist in renovating its 
outpost there.

He also recommended 
that special training 
should be given to 
all members of the 
proposed unit.  
(GC)

 NEWS

BARBADOS’ HOTELS are set for 
a record year in occupancy, 
according to a top executive with 
an international research and data 
company.

The prediction was made yesterday 
by Emile Gourieux, STR senior 
business development executive 
for Hotels Canada, Caribbean and 
Mexico, the company which compiles 
data on the performance of member 
hotels of the Barbados Hotel & 
Tourism Association (BHTA). 

The news brought smiles to the 
faces of the members at the BHTA’s 
third quarterly meeting at  
Hilton Barbados.

Gourieux’s disclosure supported 
the announcement by BHTA’s chief 
executive officer Senator Rudy Grant 
that hotel occupancy had shown a six 
per cent increase over the same period 
last year. 

Gourieux said Barbados was “well 
above the Caribbean average” in both 
occupancy and average daily room 
rate of its hotels. 

“The great news is that Barbados’ 
hotels are performing at record 
levels this year,” he said, noting the 

destination was “outperforming” 
the Caribbean average in daily room 
rate revenue.  

Levies

It was also an indication that the 
levies imposed by Prime Minister Mia 
Amor Mottley in her 2018 Budget had 
not negatively impacted the demand 
for hotel accommodation, even though 
people in the major source markets 
such as Britain had been facing 
challenges.

When the Barbados Economic 

Recovery and Transformation 
programme was put in place last 
year, the tourism sector was called 
upon to do the “heavy lifting” with 
the imposition of hotel room levies 
ranging from US$2.50 per room per 
night, to US$10, on the full range of 
accommodations in Mottley’s June 
Mini-Budget. 

Gourieux observed the demand for 
hotel occupancy was growing, even 
though there had been no significant 
increase in the hotel stock. He added 
that hotels seemed “reluctant” to raise 
rates. However, “with a little more 
pricing power, Barbados could be 

seeing double-digit rate growth for the 
year”, he advised. 

He told the BHTA that Barbados 
and the Caribbean as a whole had 
continued to “outperform” the United 
States in the face of uncertainty  
in the market.

And while Grant reported slow 
forward bookings for the coming 
months, which he acknowledged was 
in keeping with a pattern of late 
bookings that had “become the norm”, 
he anticipated a performance that 
would “at the very least be as good it 
was in 2018”.  
(GC)

BHTA wants special tourism police unit

CEO of Barbados Tourism Marketing Inc, William “Billy” Griffith (right), greeting STR executives Rico Louw (centre) and 
Emile Goutieux at yesterday’s BHTA meeting. (Picture by Gecine Carter.)
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