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Minister of Youth Adrian 
Forde is signalling 
his Government’s 
commitment to 
supporting the 43-year-
old Richard Stoute 
Teen Talent Contest 
as he rubbished claims 
that Baje To The 
World talent search was 
competing against the 
competition.

He said it was the 
opposite and it was 
for that reason his 
administration has 
pledged to make a 
monetary investment 
into the show. While he 
did not state the figure, 
he said Government 
recognised and 
appreciated the work 
that Stoute and the 
platform he founded 
has contributed to the 
development of Barbados’ 
entertainment industry.  

And that was why 
Baje To The World was 
staged on Saturdays, 
recognising that  
Teen Talent was held  
on Sundays.

Assurance
He refuted claims that 

there was acrimony or 
animosity between  
the shows.

“I have spoken quietly 
to Richard on numerous 
occasions and I have 
given him not only my 
support as Minister of 
Youth, but the support of 
the Government by giving 
him financial support 
through the Ministry of 
Creative Economy and 
Culture and Sports.  
I want to say to the 
entire Barbados and give 

them . . . assurance that 
what Richard does in the 
Richard Stoute Teen 
Talent show and what 
he has been doing for 
the last [43] years will 
certainly inform what 
we do in Baje To The 
World,” Forde said. 

“A number of his 
competitors have come 
over to our show and we 
are saying that this is 
another avenue to carry 
them to the international 
scene,” he said.

Collaborating
Forde also revealed 

that Stoute would be 
collaborating with Baje 
To The World to lend 
his expertise as a judge 
as well as vocal and 
presentation trainer  
to the contestants.

In terms of looking to 
the future of the Teen 
Talent contest, Forde 
contended that it would 
be served well if there 
was a level of give-back.

“We are saying to 
the entire Barbados, 
if you care about the 
nation’s children, because 
this is a Teen Talent 
competition, therefore 
former contestants who 
have made it on the 
international scene  
. . .  must have a level  
of altruism to be able  
to give back to our  
young people. 

“. . . I am pleading, on 
behalf of Richard, for all 
those former contestants 
to come and be a part 
of that give-back to the 
Richard Stoute Teen 
Talent,” Forde added. 
(SDB Media)

Govt 
backing 
Teen 
Talent

Chefs and bartenders interested 
in being members of the award-
winning Barbados Culinary  
Team will have that opportunity 
when the Barbados Hotel 
& Tourism Association’s 
(BHTA) Barbados Culinary 
Competition comes off  
this month.

Today is the deadline for 
entries, and the first leg will see 
the chefs cook off on November 21 
and 22, while the bartenders will 
be in action on December 5. 

The titles up for grabs include 
Chef Of The Year, Bartender  
Of The Year, Pastry Chef Of  
The Year and Junior Chef  
Of The Year.

BHTA’s CEO Senator Rudy 
Grant said: “The competition is 
held biannually and is open to 
BHTA members only. As members 
of the Barbados Culinary Team, 
winners will go through extensive 

training to prepare them  
to represent Barbados  
at local, regional and 
international culinary and 
bartender competitions, 
exhibitions and food and  
beverage events.

“This includes competing at 
the prestigious 2020  
Taste Of The Caribbean 
Culinary Competition, which 
takes place in June in Miami, 
where they will compete for the 
honour of Caribbean Team  
Of The Year, Chef Of The 
Year, Pastry Chef Of The Year, 
Bartender Of The Year and 
Junior Chef Of The Year,  
among other titles.”

Last year’s team brought 
home ten awards, including the 
prestigious title of Caribbean 
Team Of The Year in addition 
to Team Gold, Caribbean 
Bartender Of The Year gold, 

silver in the Caribbean Chef Of 
The Year, Junior Chef Of The 
Year and Pastry Chef Of The 
Year, as well as in the individual 
beef and chocolate categories.

Other awards included 
bronze in the Individual 
Seafood category and first 
prize in the United States 
Meat Export Federation 
Contemporary Caribbean Street 
Pork Competition – Pork Belly 
category. 

Taste Of The Caribbean  
is the region’s annual premier 
culinary competition,  
food and beverage educational 
exchange and Caribbean  
cultural showcase, providing  
a forum for food and beverage 
professionals to gather practical 
information, develop skills and 
participate in innovative and 
exciting educational sessions. 
(PR)

Chance for chefs to taste competition
Members of the Barbados Culinary Team with tourism officials earlier this year after being named  
the 2019 Caribbean Culinary Team Of The Year at the Caribbean Hotel & Tourism Association’s  
Taste Of The Caribbean. (GP)
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