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The Barbados Hotel & 
Tourism Association 
(BHTA) has extended 
condolences to the family 
and friends of tourism 
industry veteran  
Hamish Watson.

In a statement released yesterday 
and signed by Senator Rudy 
Grant, chief executive officer, the 
organisation said, “We are truly 
saddened by his passing and take 
this opportunity to pay tribute to his 
invaluable contribution to Barbados’ 
tourism sector and the association. 

“As a long-standing member of the 
BHTA, Hamish served in numerous 
roles, including board member, 
chairman of the Training Committee 
and chairman – Luxury Group, 
amongst others. He was a keen 
supporter of our various events and 
activities and was always ready and 
willing to volunteer his assistance  
and expertise. 

The former general manager of the 
Cobblers Cove Hotel and the Crane 
Resort, who was “fondly known for his 
calm demeanor and kind spirit, will 
be remembered for his dedication and 
commitment to the tourism industry 
in Barbados and the region. May he 
rest in peace,’ said the statement. 
(PR)
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Government is moving ahead with 
its plan to clear derelict boats that 
were abandoned on state property. 

Minister of Maritime Affairs and 
the Blue Economy Kirk Humphrey 
said very soon, there will be limits 
placed on the amount of time 
abandoned boats could be left  
at the fishing facilities. 

“Many fishermen have expressed 
to me that they want the old 
boats moved as well. And we have 
already started the process as some 
boats have already been moved 
and others are in various stages of 
being moved. We have had several 
conversations with owners to move 
the old boats. In Bridgetown, we 
will be moving 18 to 20 boats, 
and in Six Men’s (St Peter) we 
are working to move eight. We 
had already moved all the boats 
at Oistins (Christ Church) and 
will again review Oistins shortly,” 
Humphrey said. 

In addition, the minister said 
they were also giving other owners 
a chance to move the vessels. He 
said the Environmental Protection 
Department (EPD) was likely 
to officially serve them notice 
following the national pause. 

“The chief fisheries officer has 
informed me that she is working 
with the EPD to post notices on 
these boats as soon as we are out 

of the national shutdown and 
those people will have 21 days to 
respond. After posting, a notice will 
be issued in the press indicating 
those boats will be moved. I expect, 
given the time in the process that 
you will see these boats moved 
before end of April and a new look 
in the boatyard,” he added. 

 Since 2019, more than 45 
derelict vessels were removed and 
or destroyed from the Bridgetown 
Fisheries Complex and around 
the Berinda Cox Fish market in 
Oistins after being abandoned for 
decades.

The minister, however, explained 
that although many boats appeared 
to be old and derelict, not all 
were abandoned as the owners 

occasionally visited and 
carried out minor repairs.

He said the new 
regulations would set out 
to ensure the spaces would 
be reserved for active 

vessels. “Owners often say they 
are under repair but our new rules 
must give a limited time within 
which these repairs must be done 
to prevent the gathering of old or 
unused boats. We must ensure that 
the space in the boatyard is to be 
used by active boat owners and 
fishers,” Humphrey said.

Recently there was a fire at the 
Bridgetown Fisheries Complex 
where one boat was destroyed and 
two others were damaged.

“I am thankful that there was no 
loss of life or injury to anyone. The 
fire occurred in the area outside 
the fence where some boats are 
docked and affected two of those 
boats and a small part of the shed 
on the inside of the fence of the 
Fisheries Division used to house 
the tractors.

“We will await the results of the 
investigations of the Fire Service 
as well as our own investigations.,” 
Humphrey said. (TG) 
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Some of the boats in the Bridgetown Fisheries Complex. (Picture by Lennox Devonish.)

Cotton harvesting is now  
under way with 300 people 
registering to pick the fibre.

Yesterday, officials updated 
the media on the season 
following a press conference  
at Wakefield Plantation  
in St John.

Agronomist and manager 
of Area Two at the Barbados 
Agricultural Management 
Company (BAMC), Anderson 
Eversley, said harvesting 
started two weeks ago with 
people picking at Mount 
Pleasant, Parish Land, St 
Philip, and Searles Plantation, 
Newton, Christ Church.

He said about 800 pounds 
were harvested at Searles 
and would be delivered to the 
ginnery next week.

Eversley added that 
harvesting would intensify as 
weather conditions become 
dryer. Most of the pickers were 
mature women, he said.

Chief executive officer of the 

BAMC, Orlanda Atherley,  
said 300 acres of cotton was 
planted across the island. 

Atherley said the target this 
year was to reap 400 to 500 
pounds of cotton per acre. 

He said the BAMC was 
looking to grow the industry 
by improving husbandry 
techniques, adding that pests 
posed a threat to this process.

Last year, out of the  
300 acres planted, only 150 
were harvested with an acre 
producing about 200 pounds.

Atherley said 60 to 70 people 
registered to pick the fibre  
last year.

Cotton is sold to Italy at 
US$11 per pound. 

The other BAMC fields are 
located at Constant Farm, Dash 
Valley, St George; Three Houses 
Farm, Fortesque, St Philip; 
Redland Farm, Wakefield,  
St John; Rock Hall Farm, Four 
Hill, St Peter, and Bromefield 
Farm, Harrison, St Lucy. (SB)
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WAREHOUSE SPACE FOR RENT

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Property also listed with leading real estate agents.

Approximately 10,000 Square Feet of commercial warehouse and retail 
space in Webster’s Industrial/Commercial Complex, Wildey, St. Michael. 

Recently refurbished and ready for occupation from March 2021.
Suitable for:

• Duty Free (or Bonded) Warehouse • Light manufacturing 
• Wholesale/Retail • Storage of raw material or finished goods 

• Construction equipment and building materials

Amenities:
• Excellent location • Security • Clean premises 
• Adequate space for vehicular deliveries etc 

• Spacious turnaround space on premises for trucks

For further information contact:
Jonathan Leacock | Tel: 1-246-426-0980/262-2811 

Algie Leacock | Tel: 1-246-426-0980/230-4240 
Email: algie.leacock@gmail.com
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