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 NEWS

Notice is hereby given than Chiara Riva 
of 23 Rowan's Park East, St. George is 

applying to the Minister for Citizenship by 
Naturalization, and that any person who 

knows any reason why Naturalization 
should not be granted should send a 

written and signed statement of the facts 
to the Chief Immigration Officer. 

 

NOTICE

THE Barbados Hotel and 
Tourism Association (BHTA)  
is still pushing for the  
creation of safe zones  
in the hospitality sector.

 Chief executive officer 
Senator Rudy Grant noted 
yesterday that while 
Government had advised that 
safe zones would come into 
effect for the hospitality sector 
on December 1, to date that 
had not happened and he said 
the BHTA had received no 
further update about when 
they would be implemented.

However, Grant and others 
believe that such a move 
was important to creating 

BARBADOS HOTEL AND 
TOURISM ASSOCIATION chief 
executive officer Rudy Grant 
says the board of directors has 
already agreed on a safe zone 
policy for the sector. (FP)

confidence in Barbados as a 
safe and desirable destination 
for visitors.

 The CEO informed the 
BHTA’s Fourth Quarterly 
Meeting yesterday that 
the organisation had held 
discussions regarding safe 
zones with the Barbados 
Private Sector Association and 
was also expecting to meet 
with the Social Partnership  
on the matter.

He added the board of 
directors had already agreed 
on a safe zone policy for the 
sector at a special meeting 
held in November. 

Those recommendations 
were that the policy should 
apply to both employees and 
patrons; the zones should be 
for fully vaccinated people or 
those who are unvaccinated 
who have evidence of negative 
rapid antigen tests taken no 
later than 24 hours prior to 
attendance at the tourism 
enterprise. Unvaccinated 
employees would be required 
to test weekly.  

Tests required

It was also agreed that  
25 per cent of the fully 
vaccinated employees should 
be required to be tested every 
60 days and that staycations 
should only be provided for 
fully vaccinated patrons. 

While delivering his report, 
the BHTA’s chairman Geoffrey 
Roach suggested that the issue 
of vaccination of people in the 
tourism sector was a major 
consideration in Barbados’ 
source markets, but he noted 
the pace of vaccination in 
Barbados had “slowed” with 
“quite a significant number of 
people still unvaccinated.”

“As I watch the changes in 
our source markets that result 
from the variants of the virus, 
one thing that I believe is 
constant is that the message 
being delivered by the health 
professionals both locally 
and internationally is about 
the importance of taking 
the vaccine as a measure to 
safeguard oneself, needs to 
be taken up by those yet to 
be vaccinated in Barbados,” 
Roach said.

An option

 Governor of the Central 
Bank Cleviston Haynes also 
weighed in on the subject 
during his feature address. 

“I would want to continue to 
advocate that persons consider 
vaccinations as an option. 
As we listen to the statistics 
on a daily basis, while I have 
not done the calculation, 
most of the persons who have 
contracted the virus and have 
been unable to survive are 
persons who are unvaccinated. 
That is a true but unfortunate 
statistic and therefore it sends 
the signal to me that it is in 
our interest where possible to 
get vaccinated,” Haynes said.

He said vaccination not only 
served to safeguard the health 
of the individual, but it could 
also protect the health of the 
economy, “because if persons 
determine that they are not 
going to come because there 
is insufficient vaccination on 
the island, then obviously that 
will stall the recovery  of the 
(tourism) sector . . . recovery of 
economic growth and cost jobs 
and foreign exchange.”  
(GC)

Please see also Page 4.

THE PRIVATE SECTOR 
company Bridgetown 
Cruise Terminals Inc. 
will cease operating  
the Bridgetown 
Cruise Terminal in 
the Bridgetown Port 
on December 31, as 
the facility returns to 
Government control.

Chief executive 
officer of the Bridgetown 
Cruise Terminals Inc. 
Geoffrey Roach made the 
disclosure at a meeting 
of the Barbados Hotel 
and Tourism Association 
yesterday. At the end of 
his chairman’s report 
to the meeting, Roach 
also advised the BHTA 
that he was stepping 
down from that position 
which he has held 
for 18 months,  since 
Bridgetown Cruise 
Terminals Inc., a BHTA 
member through which 
he was able to serve in 
the capacity of chairman, 
would no longer  

Cruise Terminal 
returning  
to Govt control

CHAIRMAN of the Barbados 
Hotel and Tourism Association, 
Geoffrey Roach announced 
yesterday he would be 
stepping down from  
that position. (FP)

be operating. 
Government resumes  

control of the terminal from 
January 1, 2022.

Roach has been CEO of  
Bridgetown Cruise Terminals 
Inc. for the last 13 years of its 
28-year management of that 
section of the Bridgetown port. 
(GC)

BHTA: Sector still  
wants safe zones
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